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| to any plough, in order to get from it the best 


| the right or left of the line of draught, and 


| 
get the best work 


they would undoubtedly find fault with our 
swivel ploughs, but would complain of the | 
right hand furrow. 


Hitching to a Plough, 
Not all—we were about to say, not half— 
the men who use ploughs, know how to hitch 


work. Many farmers hitch at haphazard, with 
wheel cutter and clevis just as they find it, and 
with any length of chain that comes most handy, 
while the best work can only be done when ev- 
erything is prefectly adjusted. Few farmers’ 
sons are fauyht how to plough. They are put 
between the handles and then left to learn as 
best they may. While visiting the Agricultu- 
ral College at Amherst, we saw in President 
Stockbridge’s class-room, an old 
plough, all in pieces. 


landside 
It was not worth, for 
ploughing, twenty-five cents, but it was just 
as good for his purpose as a twenty-five dollar 
plough. His students, before going to the 
field, were taught in the class-room, how to 
make a plough, or at least, how to set one up, 
and how to adjust it to the team and to the 
work They were told why the iron 
work of an ordinary landside plough is not 
set in a direct line with the beam, but partly 
across it, the point towards the unploughed 


desired . 


land, because otherwise, with the length of 
yokes and double trees in common use, the 
plough would fail to take sufficient furrow. 
The tarmer who tried a new plough, left at 
his farm by an agent, and who worked with it 
all day without discovering that the clevis pin 
was on the near outside of the beam, thus 
throwing the plough away from land and vex- 
ing him most severely, was probably not one 
And yet this is 
We have 


known pretty good farmers to nearly wear out 


of Prof. Stockbridge’s pupils. 
not a solitary case of blundering. 


& plough, before learning the use of some of 
its most important features. 
According to our experience and observa- 





n, if ten good swivel ploughs were put into 
the hands of ten farmers who had never usec 
a swivel plough, nine would tail to properly 
hitch them to their teams, unless special in- 


ictions had been given them by the agents. 





The most common failure is from using too 


short a yoke or double tree, bringing the 
near and off animal too near together. So 
long as the furrow animal keeps his place, 
every two inches added to the length of the 
yoke carries the plough one inch further towards 
the land, and so cutsawiderfurrow. Aplough 
drawn behind a four foot yoke, will take a fur- 
row fifteen inches wide, instead of twelve 

hes, if drawn by a yoke three and a half 
eet long, the bow holes in each case, being at 

» same distance tromthe ends. <A good two 
attle plough, like the Matchless No. 2 A, 
Centennial No.3, 1 X L No. 6, Charter Oak 
160, and others we might name, should take 
furrows at least twelve inches wide on the av- 
erage, but if the yoke or evener behind which 
they are drawn, is six inches too short, then 
they will lay out but nine inches, a furrow far 
too narrow for these ploughs, and consequently 
poor work mustresult. The furrow slice must 
be wide enough and deep enough, to keep the 
plough balanced between the furrow and the 
unploughed land. It 
difficult to turn the last or 


is this loss of balance 
that makes it so 
clearing out furrow, in landside ploughing. 
So to most enquirers tor the best swivel 
plough, we are inclined to answer, first let us 
know if you can hitch up and hold any plough 
as it should be hitched up and held. Have 
you learned the first principles of plough con- 
The manufacturers of 


swivel ploughs have not had so much difficulty 


truth is, 


struction 


n making properly shaped nould-boards, as 


have in setting up their ploughs so thet 
ld be used by such men and teams as 
itch to them. The manu- 


would bel kely to 
Matchless ploughs, by their 


acturers of the 


published circulars and directions for using, 
have done perhaps more than any other firm 
educate farmers up to the use of swivel 


and this may be one of the reasons 





these ploughs have so long held their 





place, in the opinion of many, at the head of 
this class of farm implements. 

One writer asks if there have been any im- 
portant changes or improvements made in 
swivel ploughs, within the past year or two. 
To this question we can answer unhesitatingly, 
ves. The Matchless plough has been greatly 
simplified, improved and cheapened within the 
past year. The complicated and expensive 
hinge cutter has been discarded, and in its 
place, a plain, steel cutter is set inthe middle 
of a rocking beam, which throws the cutter 
in line of draught at each turning of the 
mould-board, making the plough both simpler 
The Centennial plough we be- 
furnished with a hard metal 


and stronger. 
been 
The 1X Lis a new plough, 
and when used in soils to which its long, easy- 


lieve, has 


mould-board. 


moving mould-board is adapted, one is apt to 
think he bas really found the plough. The 
‘1876" is a new swivel in both steel and chilled 
iron, The Syracuse 
swivel which was liked so well by those who 
saw it work at the ‘‘Pine Hedge Farm” trial 
last fall, is a plough that promises well, but 
the manufacturers are still at work perfecting 
it in some points, before pushing it upon the 
astern market. It is not unlikely that the 
iron and steel beams will both be changed for 
wood beams before New England farmers will 
One peculiarity of this 


and is a good plough. 


be suited with it. 
plough has been that it takes land so freely 
that a shorter yoke and evener is required 
than are in common use. 

Another new plough whose merits deserve 
that it should be more known is the ‘North 
American,” made in Barre, Vt. The promi- 
nent feature in this plough, which makes it 
inlike any other, is the movable clevis under 
control of the man atthe handles. By mov- 
ing a short lever, the clevis can be thrown to 


thus force the plough to take whatever width 
of furrow is desirable. As the one great diffi- 
culty in using swivel ploughs, bas been to gov- 
ern the width of furrow, it will be seen that 
| this device must add much to the popularity 
of this form of plough. It is not improbable 
| that other improvements may yet be added to 
all the ploughs named, but either if put into 
| soils to which they are adapted, and held by 
ploughmen of some experience with swivel 
ploughs, will do work that will be worth as 
| much to the farmer as any of the old-fashioned 


landside ploughs. 





CROPS AND WEATHER IN WOR- 
CESTER COUNTY. 





Mr. J. P. Eaton, of Auburn, in a private 
letter to the Editor of the Farmer, writes, 
under date Sept. 30, that wells in the vicinity 
| of Worcester are very low, and pastrues bad- 
ly dried up. Farmers in some instances, are 
taking their cattle to the barns, and will feed 
them wholly upon dry fodder the rest of the 
| season, except where barley has been sown for 
‘fall feeding. Barley for cutting and feeding 
| green during October and November, is com- 

ing into quite common use among enterpris- 

ing farmers far and near. It has been rather 
| too dry for the late sown fields, but where the 
| seed was put in soon after haying, the crop is 
| good. Potatoes are generally harvested, and 
| a light yield is reported, in many cases not 
| more than half a crop, even on good land. 
| Corn has turned out much better than was ex- 
| pected early in the season. The hot weather 


corn crop, having bought meal while it was 
selling at low prices, letting his own lie in the 


crib for just such an emergency as the pres- | 
ent. 





When will farmers learn to provide them- 
selves with more than a single year’s supply 
of tood for themselves and their stock, instead 
of throwing themselves upon the mercy of 
speculators and gamblers? An extra mow of 
hay, a bin of wheat, a cribof corn or a sur- 
plus barrel of lard, is as good as money any 
time, and would be quite as safe in the hands 
of the producer as if transferred to parties 
whose chief business is to effect ‘‘corners” in 
country produce. Farmers too often hurry 
their crops into market to get money to deposit 
in some bank, where it is loaned out by specu- 
lators and used to control the prices of the 
very crops which the farmer has justsold. The 
farmer gets four or five per cent. a year 
for his money, while the speculator who bor- 
rows it trom the bank, gets twenty-five per 
cent. on his in less than three months. Let 
those farmers who are looking with longing 
eyes at the tew bins of corn like that of Mr. 
Eaton's at Auburn, resolve in future to provide 
in seasons of plenty for a year of scarcity. 
No legitimate business will suffer by such 
speculation. 





EXTRACTS AND REPLIES. 





WHAT ABSORBRENTS TO USE. 


Will you please state, through the columns of 
the FakmeR, your opinion of the value of different 
articles, like muck, sand, loam, sawdust, &c., as 
absorbents of liquid manure? Many of the far 
mers in this vicinity use muck, supposing it to 
contain in itself, considerable value as a fertilizer. 
But I notice in your issue of ept. 24th, an article 
from the Hoston Journal of Chemistry, which 
gives it little credit in this respect. ENQUIRER. 
Ashfield, Sept. 35, 1881. 


ReMARKS.—There is no doubt that swamp muck 
has been valued by many, much above its real 
worth as a fertilizer. Almost all our swamps 
after being drained, will produce heavy crops year 
after year, with the application of less manure 
than would be required upon ordinary upland. 
Phere are two reasons for this, one that the land is 
actually richer than our thin, upland soils; the 
other that these swamp lands almost always con- 


tain cnough moisture to sustain a crop, however 
dry the season. “Enquirer” must have seen 
very productive upland soils that are worth, per- 


haps, ten times as much as some other soils be 
can think of, and yet he would not expect that a 
shovelful of the soil from such rich tields would be 


sufficient, placed in the hill, to grow heavy corn or 


potatoes on poor land. So of the use of swamp 
muck. It may be very valuable considered as 
land, \hut very poor if classed among manures to 
be applied to poor land for the purpose of making 
nt in 


The «question, What to use as an absorlx 


} 


stables? is one that must } 


} be answered by each far- 
mer, according to the convenience with which he 
can obtain the several substances named. Sand is 
tedly, of itself, better to spread upon muck 
or clay lands, than either muck or clay, but the 
that would be 


les wou 


aT ubt ] 
undoubted 


likely to be used in the 





1 have an effect upon a clay farm, or 





ge muck swamp, so small as scarcely to be 





appreciable. In practice, farmers will use such 
absorbents as they can get. Where sand is plenty, 
it will be used largely by good farmers, even upot 
sandy land. Sand and sawdust are each very 


‘lean absorbents to use in stables, while muck is 


lecidedly utbherwise. 


Whatever may be used as 
Id be made as dry as 
practicable, and kept so till used. Many years 
azo, we built «un addition to our barn for the ex- 
press purpose of laying up sand and dry earth for 
spreading upon the stable floors, and we know of 
no investment that has paid better. The addition 
is at the rear of the stables, running their whole 


length. It is ten feet 


an absorbent in stables, shou 





wide, an 





1 will bold eight or 
of dry material. It 1s filled 
while dry, and being on the 


months’ § 
luring the fall, 
north side of the stable, keeps out a great amount 


of cold during winter, and yet it never freezes so 








hard that it can not be used during the coldest 

veathe I nganew barn, we should as 

x think of dispensing with hay room, as to neg- 

to prov de suitable room for dry earth. And 

t, we t consider dry earth in itself a ma- 
whether it be sand, loam or muck. 


VHAT TO DO WITH THE HUNGARIAN. 
I have about four acres of Hungarian grass 
I allowed to stand so long that the seed ma- 
What would you advise me to do with it, 
t and sell the seed, or is it of more value to 
eed to cows and young stock, as itis: Some 
laim that after the seed has formed, it is danger- 
W. H. Hanmon. 








Teed 


ous to fee 


Shelburne, Vt., Oct. 3, 


ISS]. 





Remarks.—If your Hungarian millet is clear 
from foul weeds, and the seed is well ripened, we 
should consider it worth more to sell, than to feed 


to any stock. The seed is always in demand, and 
the call for it increases each year. 
all the millets are so small that it is doubtful if 


horses would masticate or digest them 


The seeds of 


cows or 
very thoroughly if fed in liberal quantities, and 
they might lodge in or irritate the digestive organs, 


and thus cause trouble. It is a common belief 


among farmers that the seed is poison to horses, 
but reports of many experiments in feeding at the 
West, prove that it is not harmful in all cases. 
Its injurious effects are probably due more to im- 
perfect mastication than to any poisonous prin- 
ciple in the seed itself. 





AGRICULTURAL ITEMS. 


The Mirror and Farmer says that the money 
value of the crops raised in New Hampshire this 
year will exceed that of any other year since 1875. 


At the Chicago fair the sweepstake prize on 
herds of cattle of the beef breeds was awarded to 
the short horns. 

The yield of wheat in Manitoba, along the 
line of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, is reported 
to average 25 bushels per acre; oats, 60; and bar- 
ley, 30. 


Col. J. H. Tatum bas on his premises on Mo- 
bile Bay, a fig tree, which is 9 feet 6 inches in cir- 
cumference at the smallest part of the main trunk 
and nearly 40 feet high. It bears at the rate of 
from 100 to 300 bushels of fruit per annum. 


Twenty-nine pounds of potatoes was the yield 
of one hill in the garden of the Rev. FE. 8. Fuller 
at Huntington, Vt. They are of anew variety, a 
seedling of the Early Rose, and known in Hunt- 
ington, where they originated, as the “Rusty 
Seedling.” 

The “Davy” herd of Devon cattle in England 
has been in existence for nearly 200 years. It was 
recently scattered by an auction sale; a yearling 
bull bronght 100 guineas, a calf bull 90 guineas, 
cows sold for 80, 75 and 60 guineas, and the whole 
herd averaged £31 per head. 

—It isa common error that the roots of trees 
extend only as far from the trunk as the length of 
the branches; the truth is that they are usually 
longer on each side than the entire height of the 
tree. A tree thirty feet high forme a circle of roots 
more than sixty feet indiameter.—Country Gentle- 
man. 

—A dairy house has recently been built on the 
experimental farm of the Illinois Industrial Uni- 
versity, which it is designed to makea “Dairy 
Experimental Station” so far as may be found 
practicable. Prof. Morrow announces his readi- 
ness to receive and test any new apparatus or 
process which may be submitted to him, and to 
report on its merits. 

—The shipments of merino sheep to Texas, Col- 
orado, and other Western States and Territories is 
large and rapidly increasing. There seems to be 
a growing tendency to improve the grade of wool 
in these sections, and fine wool sheep arc corres- 
pondingly encouraged. Prices rule high for first- 
class merino rams, several sales having been re- 
cently made by Eastern parties at $1500 to $2000 
each. 

—A correspondent of the London Times advises 
British farmers to render themselves toleralbly in- 
dependent of the uncertainties of the hay crop by 
adopting the American system of raising corn fod- 
der. He justly remarks that though the maize 
plant does not ripen its grain in England, “it will 
grow sufliciently vigorous during the months of 
June, July and August to afford heavy crops of 
first-rate forage.” 

—On the great Kansas ranges there exists con- 
siderable apprehension of severe losses during the 
coming winter. There is a vast extent of territory 
from whieh the grass has been burned off, and 
this, coupled with a great scarcity of water, ren- 
ders the outlook for the cattle-men anything but a 





‘during September was just what was needed 
| to carry it through safely. Mr. E. writes that he 
has just commenced grinding his last season’s 


romising one. Many of these ranges are already 


Correspondence. 


For the New England Farmer. 


FODDERING COWS. 





Of late years extra feeding in the late sum- 
mer has become a necessity with all dairy 
farmers in New England. In addition to the 
depleting of our pastures, by neglect of top 
dressing, and over and continuous cropping 
by the cattle, the droughts which have now 
become an annual mistortune, have rendered 
it an impossibility to supply sullicient suste- 
nance to our herds of dairy cows to maintain 
the regular flow of milk, without supplement- 
ing the grass of the pastures with additional 
food, either grain, fodder corn, Hungarian 
grass, or other palatable messes. 

In former days it would have been consid- 
ered reckless extravagance to give the cows 
anything over and above the proceeds of the 
pasture which they were compelled to occupy 
and nibble until the snow flew, and had to 
be contented during the long and cold winter 
days and nights with dry hay, not always of 
the best quality. Happily for them, they 
were allowed to godry during several moxéns, 
so that the strain on their system was not too 
severe, even with their comparatively innutri- 
tious diet, and they came out in the spring 
thin in flesh, but hardy, and soon pulled to- 
gether, when turned out to grass. But now 
all the conditions of these valuable adjuncts 
to our comfort and protit are changed—cows 
are becoming the foremost means of improv- 
ing the situation of the farmers of New Eng- 
land, as well as elsewhere, and our aim is to 
improve the breed, and develop the product of 
individual animals to the utmost extent; and 
this can only be done with the assistance of 
great care tor their bodily condition, and am- 
p'e supply of the best food at all times of the 
year. It is no longer considered by the dairy 
tarmer a hardship to milk during the cold 
winter months; the cows are no longer dried 
off early in the s+ason, and turned on reeking 
dung hills tor warmth; they are kept in good 
warm, but well ventilated and dry stables; 
their manure is daily removed; they are ted 
during the winter months with grain, as well 
as yood early cut hay; are carded and kept 
clean, and their milk production extends over 
nearly the whole year—the danger now being 
of their not being dried off long enough to 
recuperate their strength, and give vigor to 
their offspring. When corn was first grown 
extensively for fodder, in Massachusetts, and 
we can all remember the time, it produced a 
great flood of discussion at the meetings of 
the State Board, and at all agricultural gath- 
erings, and was vehemently denounced by 
some, though the majority ot the forward far- 
mers upbeld it; but at last it triumphed, and 
there is now scarcely a dissent from the al- 
most universal verdict of its adaptation to our 
needs. 

Whether it is the best succedaneum for the 
natural grasses, is yet a question. That it is 
not equal, in milk and butter producing results, 
to the feed of a good pasture, we all know, as 
we find that when the cows are deprived of 
the latter, and fed, however largely, upon 
fodder, they fall off in their milk, or the latter 
is less rich, and the butter qualities deticient 
And yet chemical analysis shows that the or- 
ganic substances in each are nearly alike, and, 
judging from theory alone, one would be apt 
to say that there could be no perceptible dif- 
ference in the results of their feeding. Wheth- 
er it is owing to the digestibility of the grass- 
es, in their natural state, over the fodder cut 
and fed out, the fact is certain that the quality, 
if not always the quantity, of the milk 1s inte- 
rior when the cows are turned from grass to 
fodder, however plentifully the latter may be 
supplied. 

We may yet find that some of the millets 
are a better addition to the summer and fall 
feeding than corn fodder, but at present the 
latter is grown upon nearly every dairy farm 
and fed for weeks before the frost robs it of 
ite sweetness. After much discussion the 
opinion of the sarans and practical farmers 
has been settled tor some time that corn for 
fodder should not be sown broadcast, but in 
drills, three feet apart, and not so thickly as 
to preclude the growth of ears, so that the 
sun and air may reach every stalk, and that 
it is more profitable to teed it out when the 
ears have formed, than in its earlier state. 
We have practised this course for many years, 
using the evergreen sweet corn, sowing it op 
a long rich strip adjoining the pasture, from 
whence it can be thrown over to the 
early in the morning, and before they are let 
out of their night pasture, into which they are 
turned after milking, every evening. Only 
enough is given at each feeding to ensure its 
being eaten up clean, and yet sufficient to 
prevent their cropping too close the short feed 
of the pastures and meadows. It would prob 
ably be better to cut the fodder over night 
and take it to the stables and let it be eaten 
there; but that involves a good deal more la- 
bor, and we have not experienced any trouble 
from the method. At the approach 
ot frost, the fodder is cut down, put in 
covered with hay caps, and fed out as 


cows 





present 
small 
heaps, 
long as it lasts. 

We have yet a good deal to learn about 
feeding, much as we have learnt during the 
past decade. Perbaps the silo system will 
revolutionize us altogether; but the end 1s not 
yet, and we can afford to await the result of 
the experiments of the many enthusiastic far- 
mers who are now experimenting tor their 
own and our benefit, as their predecessors ex- 
perimented with boiling and steaming fodder, 
and we may hope with more success than the 
latter. R. Goopman. 

Lenox, Mass., Oct., 1881. 





For the New England Farmer 


WASHINGTON TERRITORY, 





The weather is still rainy—the harvest 
weather uncommonly wet, and some of the 
late sown spring wheat is damaged, it now 
being in the stock. Our haying weather was 
also too rainy—cloudy—and about one-third 
of the crop was injured. 

Fall wheat sowing has commenced, and the 
ground is in good plight for ploughing. A 
large acreage will be sown and a larger crop 
than ever heretofore will be anticipated. 
The increase of transportation facilities, by 
the local and tributary railroads, inspires the 
increased acreage. The oat crop was large 
and the grain of good quality. Not much rye 
is vet raised here, but it succeeds so well that 
it will yet become an important crop; its yield 
is from 35 to 50 bushels per acre, so it will 
pay at 1 per bushel. 

The N. P.R. R. is progressing rapidly in its 
construction, and is daily enlarging its extent 
of usefulness; as the rails are spiked, the 
trains advance, and the wheat transportation 
facilities are thereby augmented. ur future 
prospect is brightening with the laying ot 
every additional rail, as thereby we are so 
much nearer railroad connection with the out- 
side world—with trans-RKocky mountain parte 
—with Atlantic and Western cities. Our 
Territory will soon be laying at your doors, 
supplying your markets with choice fruits and 
best of flour, etc., and for a season will take 
of your woolen and cotton fabrics; of your 
best manufactures, in pay, thus mutually aid- 
ing. . 
We have here abundant facilities for gen- 
eral manufactures, only waiting New England 
enterprise to develop and make available. 
Come out here some of you energetic, active 
Yankees, invest your capital in manufacturing 
enterprises, and be content with fortune’s re- 
ward—a richly paying business. Especially 
is there a call for the manufacture of woolen 
fabrics, as the demand for these is already very 
large, and continually growing larger, while 
wool-growing is now rapidly increasing, so 
that, with our ample water powers and abund- 
ance of wood and coal, all the materials for 
success are now at command. 

Our population is rapidly increasing, and 
will be doubled in less than five years. 
After the completion of the N. P. Railroad, 
large installments of immigrants will settle in 
the Territory. So come on and start your 
enterprises. R. T. Lockwoop. 





For the New England Farmer. 


INCREASE OF BUTTER BY IMPROV- 
ING THE FEED. 





In a recent number of your paper the but- 
ter product of my cow, ‘‘Lucy,” was noticed 
by Mr. Conrad Wilson, who, also, proposed 
and recommended a new feed mixture. As 
I have now given this a trial, it may interest 
your readers to learn the result. We have 
just had a severe drought here in New Jersey. 
which has been a great drawback to milk and 
butter; but I find, by this trial, that good 
feeding is a good remedy for a dry time. 

In this experiment I have slightly increased 
the daily ration given by Mr. Wilson, by add- 





crowded to their utmost capacity, which, of course, 
| renders the situation more complicated and serious. 


ing an extra pound of corn meal. This makes 


the feed for one day 7 Ibs. of meal, one peck 
of potatoes and carrots, cooked together, and 
12 lbs stalks, cut fine, with the meal mixed 
through, and boiling water poured on, to stand 
over night. The gain of milk at this trial, at 
the end of twelve days, is five pounds in the 
morning, and about the same at night. This 
increase is very satisfactory, and if | can keep 
it up to the same level, as | expect to do, it 
will show a good profit at the end of the year. 
Ot course it is some trouble at the start ; but 
it soon works easier, and pays well for the 
trouble. 

This increase of ten pounds a day, if it falls 
off some towards the end of the year, will, no 
doubt, be fully made up in the spring and 
early summer. Srepuen Hype. 

Alpine, N. J., Oct. 3, 1881. 





For tne New England Farmer. 


SHOWS AGAIN, 


CATTLE 


A little incident quoted from the Home- 
stead, in the FARMER just received, concern- 
ing the South Hadley Farmer and his two 
samples of grain, one of whivh took a pre- 
mium at the Cattle Show because it had the 
name of a ‘‘fancy farmer” to back it, while 
the other, which had only a common farmer's 
name on it, passed unnoticed, appears to me 
to be of more importance, and to come nearer 
to furnishing the true explanation of the de- 
cline of the cattle show, than would perhaps 
be apparent at first sight. 

We have heard all sorts of reasons offered 
for the very palpable falling off of the interest 
of the farmers in exhibiting at these shows, 
and of the people in attending them. The 
favorite ‘‘scape-goat” is the horse trot; and a 
good deal of fun is poked at the paying “3 
for the best fruit and 8150 for the fastest 
horse,” (I quote from another item in the 
Farmer.) But the fact is that the general 
farm products and stock are admitted free, 
wh le the entry fees for trotting horses go far 
towards paying the large prizes offered in 
that department; and it is undeniable that 
the attraction of the races has the effect of 
greatly increasing the ‘*gate money” by draw 
ing a crowd to the show. 

A recent editorial in your paper spoke of 
the temptations offered to the young at the 
agricultural fairs by liquor sellers, and gam- 
blers, and the wiles of side-show people, ped- 
dlers and the like, to get their money away 
from them. ‘That is all very true, but it is 
not nearly so bad now as it was thirty-five 
years ago, when the cattle show was in the 
height of its glory,—when it was the point 
from which we country boys of that epoch 
reckoned all our dates, surpassing in its se- 
ductive charms, whole years of Christmases 
and Fourth-of-Julys, and when almost every 
farmer within twenty miles, picked out his 
choicest trace of corn, or his most rotund and 
smiling pumpkin for exbibition; when the 
trial of working oxen or the ploughing 
match drew a crowd of interested observers, 
and when the rustic audience gathered, in far 
larger numbers than they do now-a-days, in 
the village church to hear the agricultural ad- 

whi h, itis ny experience, was gener- 

ally the producti ght of the bar or 
pulpit who knew as much of practical agricul- 
ture, as a setting-hen knows of geometry. 
Yet those were the times when every street 
ot the village was lined with little pecdling 
booths; when the vociferous auctioneers of 
brass jewelry, ‘‘genuine Wade & Butcher” 
razors, and all sorts of cheap and worthless 
small wares, bellowed from their wagons at 
every corner; when ‘*sweat-cloths” and other 
gambling devices allured the unsuspecting ; 
when peddlers ol obs ene books and pi tures 
haunted the grounds, turtively showing their 
dirty stuff to schoolboys in secluded corners ; 
when liquor was sold everywhere, and one of 
our well-remembered townsmen invariably 
had a booth on the very grounds of the so- 
ciety, and sold cider to children. Those 
things were twenty times worse in 1845 than 
in IS81, and their prevalence today, in a 
modified form, does not explain why the In- 
people in the cattle show has 


dress, 


mm of some |! 


terest of the 
abated. 

At an agricultural exhibition which I at- 
tended this tall, | asked one of the oldest and 
best farmers of the county, who, I had no 
ticed, showed none of his stock or products, 
why he did not exhibit. His reply was, ‘*be- 
cause [ am sick of it; amateur farming has 
plaved with cattle shows” He then 
went on to explain, that when a villager who 


land, upon 
! 


had only twenty square rods of 
which be could afford to spend money and 
time ‘‘just for the run of it.” or a mech man 
who could afford to spread out over a fancy 
farm the money he had made in 





mercantile 
who did not expect his farming 
operations to pay him, was admitted to com- 
pete, on eq terms, for the honors and re- 
wards, with the farmers who had their living 
to make out of theif farms, the latter had not 
the ghost of achance. ‘*Moreover” said he, 
‘there is So-and-so,—he’s a politician, and 
favors ;—and Such-a-one,—he's 
rich and holds mortgages on the tarms of 
some of the committees, and on the souls of 
the rest, who may have to borrow money of 
him some time,—when those men compete 
for premiums they are going to get them, 
time, and we tarmers can take a back 


business, anc 





car return 


t very 
seat.” 

Phe complaint of my old friend was just. 
Farming is a favorite occupation with retired 
merchants and bankers, who, being wealthy 
and having an assured income derived from 
prosperous investments, can amuse themselves 
in their old age with expensive playthings. 
There is really no other business or calling 
which men pursue en amateur. At the two 
great mechanical shows in Boston, I find the 
exhibits are made by mechanics who pursue 
their work as a business and not as a recrea- 
tion, and it isto those men that the honors 
are awarded; but at the agricultural shows it 
is notorious that that is not the case. Thirty- 
five years ago, ‘‘fancy farmers’ were hardly 
known; the whole agricultural population of 
the country stood on the same level; all alike 
were farming for a living, and none ‘*for fun.” 
Then, the real farmers took an interest in 
comparing notes, as all were working under 
the same conditions; and knowledge of farm- 
ing, rather than length of purse, led to suc- 
cess in the competition. 

I do not wish to be understood as decrying 
the gentlemen farmers,—far from it; it is to 
them in a great degree that progress and im- 
provement in agriculture are due. Their 
liberality in expenditure, and experiment, 
their enthusiasm, unhampered by merely eco- 
nomical considerations, even their many fail- 
ures, have been of great advantage to the 
development of the science of agriculture, and 
have often resulted in great economic benefits 
to the agricultural community. All that is 
granted and more too; but still it is evident 
to my mind, that they have been largely in- 
strumental in killing off the old-fashioned 
‘seattle show,” until only its ghost remaine in 
the ‘‘agricultural fair” of today. Whether it 
is wisest to try and keep that ghost above 
ground any longer, or to banish it entirely 
once for all, and devise something in its place 
that will be more in accordance with modern 
ideas and ways of living, is, it seems to me, 
“the question now before the meeting.” 

MvsKETaQUID. 

Concord, Mass., Oct. 8. 





For the New England Farmer. 


ROCHESTER, N. H., TOWN FAIR, 





The exhibition of this society was the only 
one held this year in southeastern New Hamp- 
shire. There were two or three county socie- 
ties, a consolidated society composed of five 
counties, and the State society occasionally 
held exhibitions in this region, but all these 
societies and exhibitions bave disappeared, and 
now, within a circuit of forty miles, the exhi- 
bition held at Rochester Sept. 27, 28 and 29, 
was all that remains of the farmers’ festivals. 
The exhibition was an average one, all depart- 
ments being fairly filled. The breed of stock 
most conspicuous was the Jersey; among the 
exhibitors were C. E. Jenkins, J. Farrington, 
W. B. Whitehouse, S. C. Ham, J. W. Spring- 
field, J. M. Hanson, Geo. A. Bickford, all 
showing good animals. Wm. W. Meader had 
a fine Durham bull, full blooded, from the 
famous herd of Mrs. Eliza Sutton of Centre 
Harbor, N. H. 

There was a fair show of agricultural im- 
plements, and the usual number of stove and 
furniture exhibits. The vegetable show is al- 
ways good at this fair; as fine squashes and 
potatoes were exhibited as can be seen at any 
show in New England. Among the exhibitors 
in this department were James T. Nichols, bk. 
Pray, Jacob B. Smith, Jacob Clark, Jasper 
k. Hackett, Moses Meader, and William P, 
Folsom. The fruit show was good for the 
‘‘off” year, apples not being exhibited in so 
large numbers as formerly; but the exhibition 
of pears was large, as this fruit is very abun- 
dant in New Hampshire the present season. 
‘The exhibitors in this department were Jacob 





Clark, Geo. D. Pike, John Clough, Richard 


Cross, E. K. Meader, Paul Henry, E. E. Ev- 


ans, John H. Osborn, J. K. Bickford, Joseph Horn stock. 


M. Hanson, Chas. W. Dame, E. 
Moses I). Page of Dover. 

The horse department was well filled, and 
the trotting was said, by the horsemen, to be 
good. The fond mothers exhibited their twins 
and triplets to an admiring crowd, and all vot- 
ed the Rochester Town Fair of 1881 a suc- 
cessful exhibition. J. M. Hayes. 

Dover, N. H., 1881. 
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For the New England Farmer. 


CORN RAISING IN MAINE. 





A marked change in regard to corn raising 
has occurred in Maine during the past six 
years. Six years ago many farmers were say- 
ing that it did not pay to raise corn in Maine, 
when Western corn could be brought in and 
sold for seventy-five cents per bushel. It was 
the general opinion that it cost one dollar to 
one dollar and @ quarter per bushel to raise 
itin Maine. Farmers, accordingly, bought 
large quantities of Western corn, instead of 
raising it onthe farm. But the hard times of 
1473, and subsequently, bore so heavily upon 
the farmers that it was not easy to obtain the 
money with which to buy Western corn, and 
so they set their wits to work to try to raise 
corn at & less cost. : 

Commercial fertilizers were used, in addi- 
tion to the barn manures, to give the corn an 
early start; horse cultivation was made to 
take the place of band hoeing, to a consider- 
able extent, and the land was more heavily 
dressed, so as to secure as large a yield on 
one acre as had formerly been obtained on 
two acres. In this way the cost of production 
has been so much reduced that farmers are 
saying that it is cheaper to raise corn than to 
muy Western corn, even at fifty cents per 
busbel. Consequently, corn raising has great- 
ly increased ; Some very large crops have been 
raised, and it is generally regarded as one of 
the cheapest and best crops raised on the 
farm. 

In 1879 Mr. A. S. Thurlow of Poland, rais- 
ed 101 bushels of shelled corn on an acre. 
rhe corn was all kept until Jan. 1, 
when it was all weighed, 600 pounds of aver- 
aye ears shelled, and the whole crop calcu- 
luted therefrom. This was an authentic crop, 
well attested, and which received the $50 corn 
premium offered by the Lewiston Journal. 
Other crops as large, or larger, have been re- 
ported, but the corn was not so thoroughly 
dried as in that case. B.F. Maxim of Wayne, 
in 18S, took the first premium in Kennebec 
county, for the best acre of corn; he raised 
111 bushels on one acre. The corn was shell- 
ed and weighed Nov. 14th. The corn would 
shrink considerable atter that date, but allow- 
ing tor shrinkage, it must be admitted to be 
a very large crop. 

There has been a lively interest in Maine 
among the boys. Stillman B. Allen of Bos- 
ton, offered $300 in premiums tor the largest 
yields of corn raised by boys under eighteen 
years of age. Six hundred boys competed 
for these prizes, and some remarkably large 
were raised. The corn was weighed 
within twenty-four hours after it was busked, 
and seventy-five pounds of ears allowed tor 
one bushel of shelled corn. According to 
this method of estimating the yield, moré 
than four-fifths of the four hundred and thirteen 
boys who reported their crops, raised more 
than one hundred bushels per acre; about 
one-fourth of them raised at the rate of one 
hundred and fifty bushels per acre; several 
at the rate of two bundred bushels, and one 
at the rate of two hundred and torty bushels. 
F. E. Small of Stockton, took the first prize 
of 8200. Even some of the girls caught the 
enthusiasm in corn raising, and Miss Ada J. 
Mills of West Bethel was awarded a special 
prize for ber enterprise in raising corn. 

Thus, it will be seen, there is a lively inter- 
est in corn raising in Maine, and the future is 
very promising. It would not be surprising 
if Maine should produce all the corn used by 
her people within ten vears. H.R 

fudvurn, Me 1881. 
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For the New England Farmer. 


FLOWER NOTES. 


Preparations must immediately be made for 
the window plants, if 
the om hg 3 
should be without a few plants in winter, they 
are so cheering when all without is bleak and 
bare. We have flowers in both summer and 
winter, and cultivate them for the joy they 
give, and we think it pays, for, when they are 
grown as they should be, on good soil, with 
plenty room to each plant, they certainly are 
beautiful. In our garden are now standing 
very fine balsams, verbenas, dablias, 
gladiolus and other plants too numerous to 
mention; but the season is far advanced, and 
outioor flowers must very soon give pla e to 
indoor plants, for a period of several months ; 
and in the mean time, we need not be idle, 
because we can form plans for next year's 
flower garden 

When visiting friends it would not be a bad 
plan to exchange some seeds, or you may ex- 
some with a friend in a different part 
of the country, quite easily, through the mail, 
so as to get something different, and by-and- 
by order a few from different 
seedsmen, and send to them for a few seeds 
another spring comes around. We 
find that we have saved a quantity of seeds 
much larger than we shall care for, and if any 
reader wishes for some of them they can have 
several varicties by sending me return post- 
age. Some are common varieties and some 
are choice sorts. I may also have some glad- 
iolus corons to spare; if so, will try to send 
when there is no danger from freezing. as long 
as they last. F. H. Dow. 

Corning, Steuben Co., N. Y. 
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Selections. 


WHAT SHALL IT BE? 


Four years ago no man was rash enough to 
doubt the leading position of the Short Horn 
family in this country, if popular favor is to be 
interpreted as a mark of superiority. The 
position of this family at that time was one 
from which it seemed impossible to dislodge 
it. This superiority at the head of the beef- 
producing breeds had tor its foundation the 
fact that for many years the Short Horns had 
been the winning tribe at all the great shows 
in America and England. and this fact was 
the result of continued demonstrations of the 
merit of the breed. So accustomed had the 
world become to sccord the first position to 
the Short Horns, that there was practically no 
active opposition, although on both sides of 
the water there were individual breeders who 
protested that the honors were not evenly 
divided in comparison with other cattle, which 
are now coming into prominence. 

Every young man who contemplated start- 
ing a herd of beef cattle considered that his 
foundation must be the best representatives 
of the ruling family, and, in consequence, 
prices until very recently, have been high, 
and in many cases almost fabulous. Certain 
portions of the country became famous as 
Short Horn centres—namely: Kentucky and 
Canada, where for years the purest bred ani- 
mals have been found, and the annual sales in 
these localities have been attended by buyers 
from all parts of the United States. Well- 
bred Short Horn stock yet commands outside 
prices, but within four years there has devel- 
oped an opposition which is unprecedented 
and unlooked for. 

At the Paris Exhibition of 1878 the grand 
sweepstakes prize was awarded to the Polled- 
Angus breed of cattle, and since that time 
these hornless animals have been steadily 
growing in popularity both in Europe and 
America, until there has been created quite a 
craze in regard to them. Friends of the 
Scotch cattle claim that in every respect they 
are equally meritorious with any breed in ex- 
istence, not excepting the peerless Short 
Horn, and their claims are being pushed in 
in every quarter. The preeminence given 
them at the Parie show has, of course, great 
influence upon what seems likely to become a 
fashion, as fashion it certainly is, for, as a 
matter of fact, there are no better beef-pro- 
ducers than the several families which have 
for years contested for the universal favor 
accorded to the Short Horn. 

The breeders of the last-named family, 
having attained what they apparently believe 
an unassailable position, are seemingly be- 
coming indifferent, as the history of the show 
rings during the past season conclusively 
proves. In the meantime the friends of the 
polled cattle have been making extra efforts 
to introduce their favorites, and to create a 
demand for them throughout the West par- 
ticularly, and it must be confessed these ef- 
forts have thus far met with marked success. 





At nearly all the Western fairs this year there 








has been nothing like the usual show of Short | 
Breeders of the old favorites, if | 
they hope to retain their position at the head | 
of the beef herds, must awake from a condi- | 
tion of seeming lethargy or their enterprising 
and wide-awake competitors will be in pos- 
session of the field.—Chicago Jribune. 





ISLAND. 


POULTRY RAISING IN RHODE | 


Connected with agriculture very closely is | 
the poultry interest. ‘The hue and cry about | 
fancy breeds is kept up by those who deal in | 
them, but for the profitable production of eggs 
and flesh the common barnyard variety takes 
the premium, and the cake too. It may not 
be known to everyone that Providence is par- 
ticularly favored in the matter of poultry and 
eggs. Rbode Island raises more than finds 
consumption here, although the entire crop is 
but a small part of the consumption. As with 
turkeys, so with eggs. In outside markets 
where the eggs tresh must be had, the Khode 
Island fruit stands atthe head. They must 
have it, and to oblige them we import eggs 
from the sand hills of Cape Cod and the plains | 
of the West, not to mention the wilderness of 
Maine. 

In the southeastern part of the State, in 
that delectable country made fertile and invit- 
ing by the help of the kelp of the sea, much 
attention is given to poultry and the production 


of eggs. The business there has been reduced 
toascience. It has been demonstrated that 
a hen and her kin are paying animals. Ona 


point of land near the mouth of Seaconnet 
river, or the east passage, is the poultry farm 
of Mr. Isaac C. Wilbur, whose hospitality 
and worth are well known. ‘The farm com- 
prises about two hundred acres, the greater 
part of which is devoted to the raising of 
poultry and the production of eggs for mar- 
ket. The ancestral dwelling-place with lawn, 
conservatories and shade trees, abuts the high- 
way. No marauding chicks meander here- 
abouts or walk into the kitchen to sample pies 
left on the hearth to « ool, as the chicks are 
wont to do when they are not restrained. 
None are allowed about the house and none 
come there. The land or meadow slopes from 
the highway to the beach on which the Atlaa- 
tic throws its breakers and the kelp to 
the land. This stretch of meadow is divided 
into lots, and in each of them, or many of 
them is a colony of chicks. Each colony has 
a habitation of its own, knows it and patron- 
izes no other. Here the colony deposits its 
eggs, is fed, raises other colonies, and abides 
until its career of usefulness is run, when an- 
other colony takes its place. About fifty indi- 
viduals comprise a colony, and there are thirty 
on the farm, each provided as stated above. 
The whole number of hens and chicks is then 
about fifteen hundred. The eggs are shipped 
to Providence and Boston. Mr. Wilbur mar- 
kets the eggs of his neighbors, some of whom 
are extensive producers, as well as his own, 
and has shipped in one week as many as four 
thousand dozen. From the farm will be mar- 
keted this year about twelve hundred 
and as many ducks. The goose is known by 
also the duck, and a half-dozen of 
each are able to make noise enough to satisfy 
a whole village, but twelve hundred of each 
language fails to do justice totheracket. A 
except the stock geese, of which there are fitty 
or more, are kept in pens and fattened until 
death, which happens every day with respect 
to some of them. 

A professional ‘‘picker” is employed the 
year round to dress poultry. ‘The plucking of 
twenty geese is a day's work, and any one not 
accustomed to the business may see the shad- 
ows fall before the feathers are removed from 


enrich 


geese, 





its voice, 


Mushrooms will begin to appear in about 
six weeks after planting the spawn, and can 
be gathered for three or four weeks. In 
gathering, take up the mushroom entire, leav- 
ing no stem in the bed, and placing a little 
earth in the hole made by its removal. When 
the crop is gathered, cover the bed with a 
little more earth, beat it down gently and 
give a pretty good moistening with tepid 
water, and in about a month more another 
crop will be produced.— Vick’s Illustrated. 





FAST TROTTING vs. FAST WALKING. 





Why are not premiums offered by agricul- 
tural societies for fast walking horses? For 
all the purposes of a farm or for general use- 
fulness, a fast walking horse is more to be de- 
sired than a fast trotter; not that fast trot- 
ting, within a reasonable limit, should not be 
encouraged, but the speed that wins on the 
turf would be worse than useless on the farm 
or for ordinary driving on the road. A horse 
that can trot with a carriage a mile in four 
or five minutes on a common road, has a 
speed that is just as good for any useful pur- 
pose—we might almost say for any respecta- 
ble purpose—as the speed that wins on the 
race course. The fastest trotters are mainly 
valuable for trotting purposes. They may, 
it is true, fall into the hands of an owner that 
will not permit them to be put to such uses, 
but that is the exception rather than the rule 
The race course on the fair grounds, and the 
payment of disproportionately large premi- 
ums for fast horses, bas at least a tendency to 
encourage gambling. The ‘agricultural horse 
trot” is believed to help the society by in- 
creasing the attendance, and consequently the 
receipts; otherwise few agricultural societies 
would combine horse racing with their exhibi- 
tions. Perhaps a trial of walking speed would 
be a partial substitute for the attractions of 
the race. Such atrial would certainly have 
the advantage of encouraging something use- 
ful rather than demoralizing, and would at- 
tract, from its novelty. A horse could afford 
to walk pretty spry for a prize half as large as 
is paid for the fastest trotters. If as much 
attention was given to increasing the speed 
of the walking gait, as has been devoted to 
breeding and training fast trotters, we should 
have a race of horses improved in a direction 
to be of more real service on the farm or for 
ordinary driving on the road. With rough 
roads or hills, it is often necessary to walk he 
best of horses for a considerable part of a 
journey. A horse that can walk four or five 
miles an hour will travel forty or fifty miles 
in a day without going faster than a walk, 
nearly as far as an average horse will trot in 


a day without fatigue.— Vermont Phenix. 





WINTER FEEDING. 


The subject of preserving green materia! for 
winter feeding is attracting a great deal of at- 
tention throughout the country, although the 
Eastern stockraisers at present seem to lead 
in the agitation. In that section of the coun- 
try where pastures are necessarily small, and 
worn out from continual use, it has become a 
matter of vital importance to preserve food 
for use during the winter months, thus escap- 
ing the high prices which rule for corn and 
other grain. The matter bas been for years a 
sourve of study, and the inventive genius of 
the enterprising stock-men of that section has 
at last resulted in the *‘silo,” an arrangement 
that fills every requisite of a press and pre- 
serving-bin for green materials. Ensilage 
thus cared for, places feeders in the older por- 
tions of the country ina position to success- 
fully compete with Western beef producers. 





one. The plucking of one goose is said to 
maim and put out of service the best pair of 
thumbs known. 

a leather thumb. 
begins, the geese are not allowed to roam, and 


The professional picker has 
After the fattening process 


dine no more on grass, as grass discolors the 
flesh. Feathers make an important part 

the profit. Four geese produce one pound. 
The head poultrier has a cottage on the farm, 


and here is the head-quarters or 
erations in preparing for market 
something to see and a great deal to hear in 
the goose cackle and duck quackle line.—/’ 
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MUTTON 


AND WOOL. 
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an sheep-breeders and wool- 
growers as indicating the tendency of English 
flock ra to depend more largely upon tl 
flockmasters to depend more largely upon the 
meat qualities of their sheep, and less upon 


the product of wool, profit in the latter bei Ww 
much less of recent years, on ac 
large receipts and excellent qualit 
fleeces. Noticing an important sale of Hamp- 
shire-down sheep by Mr. Morrison, of Font- 
hill House, Finsbury, Wilts, the Fie/d, after 
quoting several high-priced individual sales, 
says :— 


ount of the 
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it is claimed that by using this process of pre- 
serving food it is possible to fatten cattle to as 
good advantage as when fed in the open field 
and upon growing grasses. It will be many 
years before ‘‘silos” will meet with anything 
approaching general tavor in the West, where 


{ | !aculities for grazing are well-nigh exhaustless ; 


but as the country becomes settled and pasture 
farms become too valuable for that exclusive 
purpose, any invention that will preserve feed 
must in the nature of things become popular 
and of general usefulness. In the States of 
Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio particularly, there 
are localities where the question of ensilage 
must shortly become an interesting one. In 
these sections, cattle-feeders are being cramped 
even now for room, and the markets affording 
such inducements to sell every description ot 
cereal which they may raise, the importance of 
preserving corn-stalks and all kinds of grasses 
na green state cannot be over-estimated. 
‘*There’s millions in it,” and feeders will con- 
sult their interests in taking advantage of an 
idea that guarantees them cheap feed, and the 
consequent increase of profit which must nat- 
irally follow.—Chicago Tribune. 





FLOORS FOR HORSE STABLES. 
The Germantown Telegraph says: ‘‘The 
long debated question as to the best material 





l, even whet t s ¢ a 
lustrous character, is worth no more or less 
than one shilling per pound, and dark-faced 
mutton keeps at a high price, Lincolnshire 
and Midland Counties flockmasters are turn- 
ing their attention to the cultivation of a 
better class of mutton than it is known white- 


Now that long wos | 


faced and long-wooled sheep produce. The 
demand tor Hants-Down ram lambs has there- 
fore increased during the last few years. 
Thousands have been eold annually tor and in 


Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, Huntingden- 
shire, and Yorkshire. The numbers this 
year will, no doubt, be increased, ot which 
the above prices are an indication. A_ point 
about the Hampshire sheep is exceptional. 
They are so large and vigorous that ram 
lambs are preferred for use to yearling or 
older sheep. 

In fact, unless in the case of an exception- 
ally good ram, which pr himself capable 
ot leaving a strong stamp of his own good 
qualities on his issue, a yearling or two-shear 
sheep is never used, even by the tlockmasters 
of Hants and Wilts. These ram lambs are 
now in great demand, on account of the great 
proportion of lean to fat they produce. This 
is why they are so suitable for crossing pur- 
poses with the large Lincoln ewes, which pos- 
sess @ large portion of fat to lean. By the 
way, too, brown, black, or mottled legs are 
thus produced ; butchers can leave a bit of 
skin on the legs and shanks of their sheep in 
the carcass, and thus charge the price of the 
best cross-breeds or downs. Whether or not 
there will be a turn in the English wool trade, 
we have at present no means of judging. But 
the increase in the produce of the foreign 
wool-growing countries has been so great 
within a few years, that it seems to be a better 
prospect for England flockmasters to improve 
the quality and price of mutton, rather than 
to look forward to an increased profit by the 
growth of wool. This will be sufliciently evi- 
dent if the fact be recalled that the wool im- 
ported from Australia, New Zealand, South 
America, and some minor foreign countries 
amounted last year to the sum of upwards of 
twenty-five million pounds sterling. 





MUSHROOMS. 





The mushroom is a very accommodating 
plant. We have seen them growing in old 
tubs, in out-of-the-way corners of sheds, in 
abandoned greenhouses, on shelves in stables, 
and in every case giving apparently a good 
and healthful crop. 

All that is needed for success is a tempera- 
ture from 50 deg. to 60 deg., some fresh 
horse manure and a little spawn. Having 
procured what fresh horse manure is needed, 
mix it well with about one-third of its bulk of 
good loam, and you are prepared to make 
your beds in whatever place you prefer. If 
you determine to form beds, make them nar- 
row—certainly not more than five feet in 
breadth and about fifteen inches in height 
I'he material must be made compact by beat- 
ing down as evenly as possible. It under 
cover the beds may be made flat on the top, 
but if in the open air they should be rounded 
to shed the rain. After the beds have been 
made a week, there will be considerable 
heat produced by the fermentation of the ma- 
nure. 

Bricks of spawn should have been secured 
previously, and they can be sent everywhere, 
postage or expressage free, at about thirty 
cents a pound. Break them into pieces as 
large as walnuts, and insert in the beds just 
below the surface, about ten inches apart. 
One pound of spawn is sufficient for a space 
two by six feet. Ifthere seems to be much 
heat, do nothing for a week or ten days, un- 
til it somewhat subsides. Then cover the bed 
with an inch or more of good earth, pressing 
it down with the back of a spade. It is not | 
likely in a large bed water will be needed at | 
all; but if the material should appear very 
dry, water lightly with warm water. In small | 
beds or pails or anything of the kind, it is 





probable water will be needed once or twice. 


for stable floors is being again revived. A 

ay tloor was adhered to by some for years, 
and such was the earnestness of its advocates 
and the many arguments brought to bear upon 
it, that we were induced some twenty years ago 
to try it. In three or four months we had the 
planks back again, being satisfied of the dis- 
advantage of clay for this purpose. ur pres- 
ent floor of plank is simply inclined a little 
from tront to rear, where the usual gutter is 
made to carry off the liquid voidings. We do 
not believe in sand, coal ashes, sawdust, as- 
phaltum, flags, cobblestones or any of these 
modern devices toinjure horses. Thus far we 
have never noticed that this little inclination 
was in any way injurious; and we doubt wheth- 
er the wooden grating that we frequently see 
placed over the planking that some use, would 
be advisable, on the ground that the animal 
would be no more comfortable, while this mov- 
able grating or second floor might lead to ac- 
cidents. When a person can keep horses in 
good, sound, healthy condition for five to sev- 
en years, as we have done on a carefully con- 
structed plank flooring inclining a little to the 
rear, it is just as well to be satisfied with it. 
Do what one will, holes will be dug by the 
stamping of the feet in the clay, and these 
will be filled with moisture, which will necessa- 
rily result in scratches, quarter-crack, etc. It 
the clay is levelled off and beaten down daily 
it will make no difference. Some time ago we 
inspected a number of stables where many 
horses were kept, and we encountered only one 
which was composed of anything but wood. 
Of course there will be new things—inventions 

—springing up, which are to meet and over- 
come every objection, and there will be some 
to adopt them, but we shall be satisfied with 
what we have until there is something produced 
about which there will be no mistake.” 





Our VEGETABLES.—Our vegetables are not 
a8 progressive as they might be. Fruit cul- 
ture has been brought, upon the whole, to a 
higher degree of perfection than vegetable 
culture, and there is still much to be desired 
in the way of growing vegetables. We be- 
lieve that much fault lies in the manuring of 
vegetable grounds. The soil is often allowed 
to get too poor, and it is believed that vegeta- 
bles can be grownanywhere. Many vegetables 
require a rich moist soil, and wherever droughts 
are feared, particular pains should be taken to 
give the earth a moist and full manure. Those 
dried up beans really lack moisture, so do 
many carrots and turnips now in the market. 
The carrots that we have examined have not 
half the sugar in them they should have, and 
the beet-root are poor in color. Turnips are 
woody, and that delicious vegetable, the col- 
rabi, is as hard as a stone, instead of possess- 
ing a moist, soft flesh. There is no doubt 
about it, we want much teaching in the growth 
of vegetables, and those smal! green tomatoes 
tell their tale also. There is not much encour- 
agement given at fairs for the growth of vege- 
tables. There would be no harm if all agri- 
ricultural societies, colleges and meetings 
were to give their very best attention to the 
vegetable market.— Food and Health. 


CuestNuts. — As a remunereiive crop, 
chestnuts have not received their share of at- 
tention, and we presume it will be long ere 
the raising of chestnut trees is made a part of 
our rural industries. But may there not be 
money init? In some foreign countries the 
chestnut crop is equivalent to the wheat crop 
in America, both as respects its money value 
and the uses to which it is put. Chestnut 
bread, a thing of which Americans are wholly 
ignorant, constitutes the principal food of 
thousands in Europe and Asia. “he fruit is 
ground into meal, and puddings, cakes and 
bread are made from it. Ohio statistics show 
that her chestnut crop is valued at $60,000, 
and it could soon be made to reach ten times 
that amount. The tree is of quite rapid 
growth, attaining the height of fifteen to twen- 
ty-five feet in five years, from the seed ; it is, 
as we know, valuable as timber; can it not be 
made more valuable here for its fruit ?>—Rural 
New Yorker. 
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answer many questions which are frequently 
addressed to us, we give the substance of 
them. The tire district embraces two-thirds 
ot Huron, all of Salinac, the eastern two-thirds 
ot ‘Tuscola, and the northern townships of 
Genesee and Lapeer. About sixty-four town- 
ships are embraced in the burned district, 
covering an area of about 2300 square miles. 
Not all of this was devastated, but not far 
trom JOU square miles was left without a 
building or living tree standing upon it, while 
the remainder was left in a sorry plight. The 
Detroit /ribune estimates the number of dwel- 
ling houses burned at 1147, representing, of 
course, an equal number of families, who lost 
their houses, barns, farming implements and 


Proposals are said to have been made to the 
Bey, on behalf of France, to rescind the treaty of 
last May, and withdraw the French forces the 
consideration to be the cession to France of that 
— of the regency west of the River Medjer- 
da 


Russia. 


Advices from St. Petersburg state that the most 
comprehensive measures have been taken for the 


safety of the Annitchkoff Palace, the Czar's fa- 
vorite St. Petersburg residence. A subterranean 
passage has been constructed all around the 


Palace, which can be patroled by sentinels and im- 
mediately placed under water. The Czar is nego- 
tiating for the purchase of various houses sur- 
rounding the Palace. It is reported that the se- 
cret headquarters of the Nihilists in St. Peters- 
burg has been discovered and that 60 arrests have 


OF THEIR GREAT STORE. 


BARGAINS IN MILLINERY. 


We have just opened new and desirable styles of 
Bonnets, Hats, Plushes, Silks, Velvets, and Ribbons 
Also Long Feathers, Ostrich Tips, Artificial Flowers, 
Koses, Leaves, etc., including all the latest novelties 
of the season, 


BARGAINS IN LACES. 


is surpassingly fine. Swiss Embroide- 

ries, Nottingham Laces, Tidies and Shawls, and a full 
line’ of Fancy Nets for Bonnet Strings. Our whole 
line of Hamburgs has been marked down to less than 
actual cost. 


Our ew 


Trustee’s Sale at Auction, 
Of30 Acres of Standing Wood, in Sharon. 


] Y VIRTUE OF A LICENSE OF THE 
Probate Court for the County of Norfolk, will be 
sold at Public Auction, on THURSDA Y, Nive. 8, 


1881, at 10 o'clock, M, on the premises, about 30 
acres of STANDING Woob on the estate of the late 
George B. Cordwell, situated on the Main Road, about 
14 miles from from Sharon Station, on the B. & 
P.R.R. A heavy growth of Oak, W alout, and Chest 
nut; also, large growth of Hoop Poles and Te legraph 


Poles. rhe heaviest growth of wood in this section 
Sale positive. Terms Cash. One year given to re 
move the wood. ’er order of 
HENRY H. KINSELL, 
Trustee under the Will of the late George B. ¢ ordwell. 
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POLAND CHINA PICS. 


COLOR, GLOSS and BEAUTY., It 
renews its life, strength and growth. 
Dandruff quickly removed. A match- 
less Hair Dressing. Its perfume rich 
and rare. Sold by all Druggists. 


Established over 40 years. 
ENOrmous & nd increasin, sales 
Throughout Europe and erica, 


ZYLO BALSAMUM (tits. Alla’) 


A lovely tonic and Hair Dressing. It 
removes Dandruff, allays all itching, 
stops falling Hair and promotes a 
healthy growth with a rich, beautiful 
gloss, and is delightfully fragrant. 
Price Seventy-five Cents in large 
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@vou L S3.00 


can’t afford to do without it. 


As a Lard press it has no,equal. 


ENTERPRISE MANUFACTURING CO. of'PA., 


Third and Dauphin Streets, Philadelphia. 
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